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delusion under which he suffered was thathe was Jesus Christ
and that it was Ms mission to convert the world. On other
matters he was quite sane. The author, then a young
man, met1 this gentleman in a room without knowing who
he was. For some time he conversed oil various subjects in
a most rational manner, and then drawing nearer to his
companion, said: " Do you know who I am ? I am Jesus
Christ! Do you see this whistle on my chain ? If I blow
it all the world will be converted, but I don't intend to
go about it in that way. I have bought a newspaper
and mean to have it photographed, and shall then dis-
tribute it over the world!" The astonishment of the
author can well be imagined. Subsequently the gentle-
man recovered. Now, this person although undoubtedly
insane would have been a perfectly competent witness on
any other subject than the one regarding which he was
under a delusion. He could have given a trustworthy and
intelligible account of an ordinary transaction, and only
became unreliable when something was said that reminded
him of his delusion.

A case occurred in the experience of the author in which A deaf-mute as
the evidence of a deaf-mute was accepted in a criminal
case. The charge was one of robbery and the, deaf-mute
was an eye witness. The man had very considerable
intelligence and quickly comprehended questions by signs.
Eventually he narrated the whole circumstances of the
offence by gestures. He pointed out the accused; imitated
his walking stealthily after the complainant, and then
went through the pantomine of striking and robbing
him. There was other corroborative evidence as regards
the property stolen and the accused was convicted. He
appealed, but the conviction was upheld, The difficulty in
the case was the administration of an oath, but from the
man's gestures it was clear that he understood that the
proceedings were of peculiar solemnity, and that if he
described an untruth, he would be punished. This after
all is the main test of a witness' veracity in this" country